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Do Infants Have a Sense of Deservingness?
LI JIAQI

People believe good individuals deserve good fortune and bad individuals deserve bad fortune.
Deservingness, the idea that individuals should receive consequences reflecting their moral actions, plays
a key role in human life. However, its developmental origins remain unknown. This study investigated
whether 14-month—old infants expect moral actions to lead to deserving naturally occurring outcomes.
Infants (V= 84) were assigned to one of four conditions: Helper—Positive, Helper-Negative, Hinderer—
Positive, or Hinderer—Negative. During familiarization, infants first saw the Helper or Hinderer events,
where a protagonist struggled to open a box and an agent who either helped or hindered. In the test phase,
infants saw the agent experience either a positive or negative outcome; the violation—of-expectation
paradigm was used to measure the infants’ looking time. Infants familiarized with a helping event looked
longer when the helper experienced a negative outcome than a positive one. Contrarily, infants familiarized
with a hindering event looked longer when the hinderer experienced a positive outcome than a negative
one. These findings suggest that infants as young as 14 months expect individuals to experience naturally

occurring outcomes they deserve, indicating an early sense of deservingness. (F&ZEiREEIF)
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